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Please amend the claims as follows: 



1-34 (Previously Cancelled). 

35. (Currently Amexided) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wherein the ampoule including an ■ elongat e d - member - thatKKjmprises - a - bcKl y v - Q-n e ok - poit^ 

tip portion, has a lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 
narrower in diameter than the lower liquid portion, the ampoule further havinfz a neck portion 
dis pAs_edJbetw^ andjhe upper tip portion, and wherein the disposable 

ampoule opener oompriGing comprises a plastic elongated housing m e mb e r - diat inoIudoG a firgt 
elongated bo ^^ ^n g- m e rob^ that includes a first elongated housit^ section and a second elongated 
bousing section hingedly connected to the first elongated housing section , the firgt and aooond 
elongat e d hou s ing s e ctions having and at least one latch capable of securing the first elongated 
housing section to tfie second elongated housing section to doflno and defining an inner cavity 
shaped to receive a portion of the ampoule, wherein the plastic elongated housing incites (b) an 
open housing end, {bj a closed housing end, {c} sidewalls disposed between the open housing 
end and the closed housing end» the sidewalls having an outer housitig surface and an inner 
housing surfece forming at least a portion of the inner cavity, wh e r e in (d} at least one inner rib 
drouH s i s orib es circumscribing at least a portion of the inner housing sui£u;e proximate the open 
housing end; and £e) a lid secured to th e housing proxinntate the open housing end, the lid being 
capable of a closed position and an open position. 

36. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an amooule as 
recited in claim 35, wherein the lid includes an aperture and at least one of the houoing 
member gootiono elongated hQU$ing_ sections includes a protrusion siased to fit into the aperture. 
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37. (Currently Amcsnded) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in claim 35* wherein at least one of the elongated housing sections is fullv or partiallv 
transparent. 

38. (Currently Ajtiended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in of claim 35, wherein each of the elongated housing sections is opaque and the lid is 
transparent. 

39. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener cQmbinMjN^d_th_an_ampoule _as 
recited in e# claim 35, wherein at lea^t one of the elongated housing sections includes em two or 
more outer ribs- ridges, 

40. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in ef claim 35, wherein the fir s t - and s e oond -^ longat e d r- hewing -se e^n s- ii^ efe^ plastic 
elongated housing includes two latches capable of securing the first elongated housing section to 
the second elongated housing section to define the inner cavity. 

41. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited_in ef claim 35, wherein the lid includes a substantially planar outer surfece with a raised 
portion having a predetermined shape. 

42. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an amnoulc as 
recited in of claim 35, ha^dng at loQgt one brolcon bnd of a plootio otrip for oonnooting the 
ompoulo oponor to another diopogablo ompoulo opener that forms - a -series of houoing - s e otionf) 
poflitionod paralloi to ono another in which the lid is hingedlv secured proximate the open 
housing end bv a hinge that includes a first plastic hinge member and a second plastic hinge 
member, which are rotatable relative to one another, wherein the first plastic hinge member is 
stationary relative to the plastic housing and the second plastic hinge member is stationary 
relative to the lid . 
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43. (Currently Amended) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wh^in the ampoule » rK>t]ttding - ajt> -e longat e d memb e r that compris e s a body, - a o e ok - portion - ond - a 
ti - p - portioii; has a lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 
narrower in diameter than the lower liquid portion, the ampoule further having a neck portion 
disposed between the lower liquid portion and the upper tin portion, and wherein the disposable 
ampoule opener oomprioing comprises a plastic elongated housing m e mb e r - &af - inelitd es- a - fir s t 
^ngo te d^using - m e mber that includes a first elongated housing section and a second elongated 
housing section hingedly connected to the first elongated housing section , the first and sooond 
e longat e d - housing - s e otiens - havffig and at least one latch capable of securing the first elongated 
housing section to the second elongated housing section t<=Miefi« e and defining an inner cavity 
shaped to receive a portion of the ampoule, wherein, the plastic_elonfiated housing, further 
includes (aV an open housing end, (b) a closed housing end, {c) sidewalls disposed between the 
open housing end and the dosed housing end, the sidewalls having an outer hoxxsing surface and 
an inner housing surface forming at least a portion of the inner cavity; an4 £d) a lid secured to the 
housing proximate the open housing end, the lid being capable of a closed position and an open 
position^ tho olongatod mombor odditionolly including and (e) a latch to mechanically secure the 
lid in the closed position. 

44. (Currently Amended) A disposable ampoule opener in combination with an ampoule, 
wherein the ampoule awkidiflg - on elongat e d - membep4hatK)ompf is es Ki - bQdy, - a - n e ok - portion and a 
tip portion^ has a lower liquid portion capable of containing liquid and an upper tip portion that is 

narrower in diameter than the lower liquid portion, the ampoule further having a neck portion 
disposed between the loAAyr^^^ portion and the upper tip portion, and wherein t he ampoule 
Opener compri s ing comprises a plastic elongated housing member that: (a) includes a first 
elongated housing section and a second elongated housing section; (b) is capable of being in an 
open position or a closed position; (c) is capable of defining an inner cavity shaped to receive at 
least the upp er tip portion of the ampoxile when in the closed position; (d) has an open housing 
end and a closed housing end when in the closed position; (e) has sidewalls disposed between the 

00343916 Page 4 of 12 



PAGE 8/10'RCVDAT2f6/20097:09:22PM [Eastern StM 



FEB'-(?6-2009 18:21 



7134792169 



7134792169 P. 009 



PATENT 
ApplicatiottNo. 1 0/779,959 
Atty Dice No. ST(W00Oa,Cl - 7853.0006 

open housing end and the clo$ed housing end, the sidewalls having an outer housing surface and 
an inner housing surface that forms at least a portion of the inner cavity; (f) has at least one inner 
rib or rib section that fiilly or partially circumscribes at least a portion of the inner housing 
surface proximate the open housing end, to clamp the ampoule at tile neck portion; (g) includes a 
lid secured to at least one of the first or second elongated housing sections proximate the housing 
end» the lid being capable of being in a closed or an open position. 

45. (Currently Amended) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as 
recited in ef Claim 44, wherein one of the first or second elongated housing sections pre^x - toat e 
th e- housia g^ e a d has the lid secured thereto proximate the open housing end ; the lid is hingedly 
secured; and the other of the first or second elongated housing sections proidmato tho houoing 
eski has a latch capable of securing the lid in a closed position. 

46. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing is cylindrical. 

47. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing comprises polypropylene. 

48. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the first and second elongated housing sections are hingedly connected to one 
another. 

49. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the first and second elongated housing sections are hingedly connected to one 
another at the closed housing end. 

50. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44» wherein the plastic elongated housing includes a latch to secure the first elongated housing 
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section to the second elongated housing section when the plastic elongated housing is in a closed 
position. 

' 51. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes two latches to secure the first elongated 
housing section to the second elongated housing section when the plastic elongated housing is in 
a closed position. 

52. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes only a single latch to secure the first 
elongated housing section to the second elongated housing section, wherein the latch is located 
closer to the open housing end than to the closed housing end. 

53. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the plastic elongated housing includes a latch to secure the first elongated housing 
section to the second elongated housing section, wherein the latch includes a first latch member 
which comprises an elongated aperture and is affixed to the first elongated housing section and a 
second latch member which comprises an elongated protrusion and is afGxed to the second 
elongated housing section> and wherein the elongated protrusion is sized and shaped to fit into 
the elongated aperture of the first elongated housing section and hold the first and second 
elongated housing sections together. 

54. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44, wherein the lid has an outer diameter that is larger than the outer diameter of the plastic 
elongated housing when the first and second housing sections are in a closed position. 

55. (New) The disposable ampoule opener combined with an ampoule as recited in Claim 
44^ wherein the lid has an irregular oval shape. 
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